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MASSEREENE U3A 
TRUSTEES’ ANNUAL REPORT 

1ST SEPTEMBER 2018 – 31ST AUGUST 2019 
 

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

This is the fourth Trustees’ report for Massereene as a registered 
Charity. 

We began the 2018 year with 93 full members. Seven of these did not 
renew their subscriptions this year and we were saddened by the death 
of Joan Ferguson who had been a faithful attender since our 
establishment. We welcomed 10 new members during the course of the 
year and membership now stands at 95. 

Attendance at our monthly meetings remained healthy with an average 
of 41 across the season. 

Throughout the year, members have enjoyed a varied programme at 
monthly meetings and participated in numerous interest groups. 

 

 

ADMINISTRATION 

Massereene U3A was established in November 2013 and is a 
Registered Charity, Registered number NIC1000293. It is a member of 
the Third Age Trust as an unincorporated association. 

Its governing document is its Constitution, adopted by the membership 
at the 2014 AGM and amended in 2016 to increase the tenure of the 
Executive Committee and change the Charity’s year. 

The Charity’s assets, which are self-funding apart from a small amount 
from its banker Danske Bank interest, exceed the liabilities which are 
stationery, visiting speakers’ fees, accommodation costs, publicity, and 
independent audit and magazines.  
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The Beacon information system, administered by Alan Walbridge and 
Linda Houston, is used to maintain and manage member’s records. Only 
a small number of member’s can still not be contacted by e-mail but we 
hope that over time, all will be contactable via Beacon. 

 

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Members of the Executive committee are also Charity Trustees for the 
purposes of Charity Law. Those who held office during this period are 
listed here: 

Officers: 

Hilary Beckett, Chair                       Elected September 2018 

Bob Armitage, Vice Chair               Elected September 2018 

Adelyn Gould, secretary                 Elected September 2018 

Peter Dawson, Treasurer               Elected September 2018 

Tomina Ashenhurst                         Trustee 

Linda Houston                                 Trustee 

Dr Selbert Rainey                            Trustee 

Margaret Simpson                           Trustee 

Alan Walbridge                                Trustee 

Pat Dalton                                        Trustee 

 

 

PUBLIC BENEFIT 

The purposes of Massereene U3A are as follows: 

Purpose 1: To advance the education of the public and, in particular the 
education of older people no longer in full-time gainful employment in 
Antrim area and its surrounding locality. 
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Purpose 2: To provide facilities for leisure time and recreational 
activities with the object of improving conditions of life for the above 
persons in the interests of their social welfare. 

No harm flows from Massereene U3a’s purposes. Speakers at 
monthly meetings receive a small fee to cover their expenses. The 
officers and trustees provide their services on a voluntary basis, 
reclaiming only expenses actually incurred. No private benefit accrues 
from our activities. 

In setting our objectives and planning our activities for the year, the 
trustees have given careful consideration to the Charity Commission for 
Northern Ireland’s guidance on public benefit to ensure that the activities 
have helped to achieve the charity’s purposes and provide a benefit to 
the beneficiaries. 

 

ACTIVITIES 

Throughout the year we had a wide variety of speakers who entertained 
and educated the members. 

Des O’Reilly opened the season as he explained the meaning and 
derivation of many local places. He told how names of places altered 
throughout the course of history. 

In October we welcomed the return of Commander Ian Allen, who 
showed great enthusiasm as he described famous Naval figures from 
the past. 

Norman Surplis held his November audience in suspension as he 
described his hair- raising adventures as he attempted to autogyro 
around the world. At that time, due to technical difficulties, he had been 
unable to complete his journey, so it was wonderful to hear, on the news 
at a later date, that he had finally achieved his objective. 

In December the traditional Christmas fare was on offer in Massereene 
Golf Club. Thanks to Bob Armitage for organising this. 
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Vicky Chambers visited in January 2019 and described the work of the 
Ulster Wildlife Trust. This was illustrated by a selection of animal pictures 
and stories. 

The work of the National Osteoporosis Society was highlighted in 
February. Edele Rogan told of the aims and achievements of this group. 

March was a return visit from Austin McCracken who shared his 
experience of Alzheimers as a carer for his late wife. He covered the 
highs and lows of living with the disease in a thoughtful and uplifting 
manner. 

Although numbers were low in April, those who attended took part in a 
Fun Quiz. The object of the quiz was to give people a chance to interact 
with others and those present participated whole -heartedly. 

Despite technical difficulties with his computer presentation, John 
McIlvenna provided a comprehensive history of the older building around 
Carrickfergus at the May meeting. 

To conclude the season, in May, we had a tour of Montalto House in 
Ballynahinch. The weather was beautiful, the house was fascinating, and 
the afternoon tea was scrumptious! Again, thanks to Tomina and Alan 
for organising the outing. 

Most of the interest groups remain active. The Book Club continues to 
read and discuss a wide variety of literature and Bridge is popular on 
Tuesday afternoon and Wednesday evenings. 

Fine Dining has visited many restaurants mainly in Belfast but has 
travelled by train to Londonderry to try the cuisine on offer.  All are 
welcome to join this group and details are regularly updated on the 
website. 

The Rang Gaeilge/ Learn Irish group have been out and about and have 
been working hard as they have achieved their Cupal Focal awards. 

The other interest groups continue to meet at various times and places 
as arranged. 
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ACHIEVEMENTS 

Massereene U3A has completed a successful year with membership 
continuing to rise and a healthy attendance at monthly meetings 
Refreshments before the meeting allow time for conversation and 
fellowship. 

The interest groups feature a range of subjects which are shared as a 
feedback at the general meeting. There is a chance to meet the 
facilitators and learn more about the format of any particular group. 

Outings at Christmas and in Summer were well attended and a lot of fun 
and friendship evolved from these.   

The Beacon communication system has been set up and is now active 
and, in accordance with EU law, Massereene U3A now has policies in 
place for Privacy and data protection. 

As the ethos of U3A is to continue to learn, develop one’s interests make 
NIC1000293 friends and try something new, Massereene has made 
considerable strides to achieve this goal 
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